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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet t 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE _ 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24Oc(ober2003. 
2aM This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above ciaim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E1 Claim(s) 7.3-5.8 and 10 is/are rejected. 
7M Claim(s)26_ 

8) 0 Claim(s) 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: ajD accepted or 5)0 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d; 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAli b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 3) n Aci<nowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(e 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 




2. Claims 1,3,4,5,8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Merkel (6,391,813) for the reasons as set forth in the previous office action. 



3. Applicant's arguments filed 9/17/03 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

With respect to the rejection of the claims under 35 USC 102(e) applicants argue: 

Merkel '813 thus is directed to a low temperature sintering process and does not 
teach or suggest the present invention where the cordierite-forming materials will be 
sintered at a maximum temperature that is greater than 1300°C. The Examiner refers to a 
reference cooling rate of 100°C/hr. (col. 6, line 59), but that rate is for cooling below 1300°C. 
and does not teach or suggest the critical process step of the instant invention where cooling 
takes place between the maximum sintering temperature (clearly higher than 1300°C) and 
the lower temperature of 1300°C. 

The Examiner also cites coefficients of thermal expansion appearing in col. 15, line 
30. Applicants again point out that Merkel '813 is not sintering at maximum temperatures 
greater than I300°C. 

These arguments are not persuasive. At column 6, lines 44-46, Merkel recites "....a 

unique feature of this invention is the abiHty to fire the ceramic bodies at temperatures no greater 

than about 1300°C." It is submitted that the disclosure of "about 1300°C" includes temperatures 
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slightly above 1300°C and thus anticipates the claimed invention. With respect to claim 10, it 
should also be noted that Merkel recites cooling rates "of about 100°C to about 200°C per hour". 
This disclosure includes rates slightly below 100°C per hour and thus anticipates claim 10. 

4. Claims 2,6,7 and 9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

5. Applicant s amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated trom the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher A. Fiorilla whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1 187. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 6:30am-3:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven P. Griffin can be reached on (571) 272-1 189. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-1700. 




Christopher A. Fiorilla 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1731 



